
The Nigerian Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs (NSCIA), under the 
leadership of its President-General and Sultan of Sokoto, His Eminence, 
Alhaji Muhammad Sa̓ad Abubakar, CFR, mni, held its 7th Expanded 
General Purpose Committee Meeting on Saturday, Muharram 28, 1441 
(September 28, 2019) in Abuja.

TheThe meeting engaged in a critical assessment of the state of the nation, 
expressed serious concerns about the frequency and intensity of 
kidnapping, banditry and bloodletting. The Council urged the Federal 
Government, the security agencies and all stakeholders to urgently 
reverse the ugly trend.

TheThe Council appreciated the social intervention programme of the 
Federal Government and acknowledged the creation of the Ministry of 
Humanitarian Affairs, Disaster Management and Social Development 
to coordinate such interventions in the given areas. It is our view that 
there is a strong relationship between poverty and insecurity and this 
view is reinforced by the saying that a hungry man is an angry man. We 
urge Government to provide enough resources for the Ministry to 
actualiseactualise the needed interventions in making life more meaningful to 
the displaced, the disadvantaged and the unemployed.

All Nigerians are urged to desist from generating and circulating fake 
news as it is a whirlwind that ultimately blows no one any good. 
Freedom of speech is not to permit licentiousness. The Council 
reinstated its known position not to give undue religious weight to 
politicians̓ chicanery that unwittingly create undue religious acrimony 
on partisan political issues. Religious leaders should therefore not be 
accomplices in the attempt to overheat the polity.

TheThe Council equally noted with grave concern the continual 
displacement and expulsion of the Tafawa Balewa Muslim community 
from their ancestral land for many years. The failure of Government to 
bring succour to these internally-displaced victims of this targeted 
aggression and genocide in Bauchi State is highly disturbing especially 
as there is a conspiracy of silence on the part of those in authority on 
the agonies of the dispossessed and displaced Muslims of the 
communitcommunity. The immediate past Governor of Bauchi State seemed to 
have taken no serious action on the Council̓s request for justice. In 
renewing the request, the Council urged the new Governor of Bauchi 
State to comprehensively and justly solve the problem. 

The Council urged restraint on the issue of mosque/ DPC demolition in 
Rivers State while awaiting the report of its fact-finding Committee. 
Meanwhile, we believe that students of Rivers State University (RSU), 
who had won the case against religious discrimination at the High 
Court and the Court of Appeal, should be given respite and be allowed 
to re-build their demolished mosque and practise their religion 
without let or hindrance. We, therefore, urged the Rivers State 
GoGovernment to halt its unnecessary and time consuming gimmicks of 
appealing to the Supreme Court on a matter that is clear and 
unambiguous. The Council urged the Muslim Students in Rivers State 
to still bear the pains of the deprivation of fundamental human rights 
by the Rivers State authorities while the apex Court decides.

The Council is mortified by the growing spectrum of hate, bile and 
bigotry targeted at Muslims in the South Eastern part of Nigeria. We 
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