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Akwa Ibom Gubernatorial Election, President Buhari’s War on Corruption, and 
the Judiciary Albatross…. 

The Mystery of Divine Help! 

Much has been said by Akwa Ibom people of Deacon Udom Emmanuel that if the April 11, 2015 
election was repeated a million times, he would consistently lose; 

Yet, in the month of January 2016, Akwa Ibom citizens and PDP supporters have been told by 
Godswill Obot Akpabio (immediate past Governor of Akwa Ibom State and the person that 
imposed Udom Emmanuel on Akwa Ibom people – now mocking Nigeria’s war on corruption as 
the Senate Minority Leader), “that they should go home; that there will be no election re-run.” 

On Friday January 29, 2016, at 4:51PM out of Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Mr. Dick Collins (a 
Port Harcourt resident and Principal General at Nigerian Federal Ministry of Education) posted 
on Facebook, “Breaking News – SUPREME COURT DECLARES GOV. UDOM THE AUTHENTIC 
GOVERNOR OF AKWA IBOM STATE”. 
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HOAX OR FACT? 

Do Godswill Obot Akpabio, Udom Emmanuel, and Dick Collins already have the Judgment of the 
Supreme Court of Nigeria? 

It is January 31, 2016, and we the concerned citizens of Akwa Ibom State of Nigeria (CCAIN) are 
still waiting for the judgment of the Supreme Court of Nigeria on the Court of Appeal’s 
nullification of the April 11, 2015 gubernatorial election in Akwa Ibom State. 

But, here is “the Mystery of Divine Help” in which Udom Emmanuel is basking, and perhaps the 
basis for the assertions by Godswill Obot Akpabio and Dick Collins. 

Allegations and innuendos against Supreme Court Justice John Inyang Okoro threaten to taint 
that impeccable reputation of the Supreme Court of Nigeria. 

Such allegations and innuendos regarding Justice Okoro of the Supreme Court meeting with 
Udom Emmanuel (beneficiary of the annulled April 11, 2015 Akwa Ibom Election) and 
Uwemedimo Nwoko (Attorney General of the illegitimate government of Udom Emmanuel in 
Akwa Ibom State) on or around Tuesday January 19th at about 2 AM at the Reiz Continental 
Hotel in Abuja Central Business District, must be expediently investigated and dispositioned  to 
restore public confidence in the Nigerian Judiciary, and confidence in the  Supreme Court of 
Nigeria in particular. 

Now that is some Mystery of Divine help….Justice Okoro the Divine Helper? 

Democracy demands that citizens be governed by the government of their choice.  It is clearly 
an anathema to the principles of democracy when and where the sanctity of the vote is 
tampered with.  If Nigeria is to be a stable and progressive country, the citizens must be 
allowed to vote, and their votes counted. 

Every report filed by international and local election observers, Akwa Ibom State was among 
the states that recorded the worst instances of election rigging and brutal repression of the 
opposition during the April 11, 2015 gubernatorial elections. 

Many Wards and Local Government Areas were denied the right to vote; much blood was shed 
by the Udom Emmanuel Campaign; INEC processes were confirmed disregarded; and the 
number of votes counted exceeded the number of accredited voters. Akwa Ibom State came 
out of the April 11, 2015 election a much divided people; a much divided State. 

The gubernatorial election in Akwa Ibom was confirmed to be the worst in the history of the 
state, by local and international observers.  

Both the Nigerian Election Tribunal and Court of Appeals, after reviewing mountains of 
evidence, confirmed gross election irregularities and violations of citizens’ rights to vote in 
Akwa Ibom State during the April 11, 2015 gubernatorial election.   

Consequently, re-run of elections were ordered by the Election Tribunal and Court of Appeals 
(in part, by the Election Tribunal; in whole, by the Court of Appeals). 
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The Court of Appeals nullified the Akwa Ibom State governorship election of April 11, 2015, 
removing the perpetrator and beneficiary of subject election malpractices, Udom Emmanuel, 
from office as Akwa Ibom State Governor. 

The Court of Appeal maintained that the Election Tribunal was wrong in its refusal to comply 
with section 179 (2) of the constitution and ordered INEC to conduct a new State-wide election 
within 90 days.  

The Court of Appeal recognized the truth that principals of Udom Emmanuel and PDP allotted 
numbers (of votes) in the April 11, 2015 gubernatorial election process without regard to the 
sacred rights of Akwa Ibom citizens to vote and their votes legitimately counted. 

Udom Emmanuel challenged the Court of Appeals judgment to the Supreme Court of Nigeria.  

Soon (perhaps as early as the week of February 1, 2016), the Supreme Court of Nigeria will listen 
to arguments and render judgment on the subject matter before the court (hopefully on the 
narrow matter of right of Akwa Ibom citizens to choose their Governor the right way - 
through a free and fair state-wide election.) 

Our attention is drawn to some statements credited to Sen. Akpabio (former Governor who 
handpicked Udom Emmanuel) during an on-air appearance on Atlantic FM Radio last Saturday.  
According to outtakes from the broadcast, Mr. Akpabio told members of his party, PDP, not to 
worry about another election in the state because there is not going to be one. 

It is the process leading up to the Supreme Court decision that brings into question the role of 
the Judiciary in President Muhammadu Buhari’s war on corruption in Nigeria. 

Much activities have been observed against politicians and “business persons” alleged to have 
engaged in corrupt practices.  We applaud President Buhari in recently signed agreement with 
the United Arab Emirate, UAE and associated effort to recover Nigeria’s commonwealth 
laundered in that country. 

Nigeria must kill corruption, or corruption will kill Nigeria…so, President Buhari rightly 
declared. 

But can Nigeria truly and absolutely be free from corruption if the integrity of the Judiciary is 
consistently called to question? 

The crucial conversation must be on the role of the Judiciary in President Buhari’s war on 
corruption. 

It is against this backdrop, and the impending Supreme Court judgment on the Akwa Ibom 
Election matter that we, the Concerned Citizens of Akwa Ibom State of Nigeria: 

1. Demand a Supreme Court of Nigeria whose deliberations and decisions is above board;  
2.  Demand judgment based on the merits of the case before the Court. 
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Once again, allegations and innuendos of unethical contacts with Plaintiff (in Akwa Ibom 
Gubernatorial Election) against any Supreme Court Justice threaten to taint that impeccable 
reputation of the Supreme Court of Nigeria. 

Some days ago, the Chief Justice of Nigeria worried aloud about the potential miscarriage of 
justice when courts proffer rulings that are inconsistent with the understandings of the 
citizens.   

Specifically, he noted: “Such judicial contradictions only result in untold hardships to litigants in 
their quest for justice.  They further cast your Lordships in an unfavorable light and leave the 
judiciary at the mercy of innuendos, crass publications and editorials.”  

The citizens of Akwa Ibom State expect the Supreme Court to provide succour to its citizenry 
without dribbling or contorting the dictates of a free society.   The Supreme Court must live to 
its calling as the final and supreme arbiter. 

In light of the fears expressed by the Chief Justice, we note that the Attorney General of Nigeria 
also demanded impartial and upright rulings devoid of corruption, when he said: “Considering 
the pivotal role that they play in the administration of justice, it is important to ensure that 
Nigerian judges, like the proverbial Caesar’s wife, are beyond reproach, or even suspicion. Gone 
are the days when corrupt judges escaped from justice in Nigeria!”   

Again, we expect an unbiased ruling in the light of the known facts about the election of April 
11, 2015. 

We applaud and encourage President Buhari’s fight against corruption in Nigeria.  We are eager 
for the fruits of this war and we expect the Judiciary to be partners in that fight. 

Who We Are 
CCAIN are citizens and residents of the United States of America.  All of us are working 
professionals, while some are small business owners.  
 
Our common bond is that we are all originally from Akwa Ibom State (one of the states in the 
Niger Delta region of Nigeria now beset by incessant kidnappings and political assassinations) 
who, at different times, migrated to the United States.  
 
All of us are strong advocates for a better Nigeria through effective leadership, guided by the 
rule of law and the principles of participatory democracy. 
 
Unfortunately, we have watched in great despair as our home country, Nigeria, has continued 
to deteriorate with successive corrupt and repressive leadership.  
 
CCAIN understands the seriousness of our action and assert that we are guided by our desire 
for good governance, passion for and commitment to the rule of law in Nigeria.  We also affirm 
our desire for the rule of law in our chosen home – the United States.    
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Sincerely, 
 
s/Obong E. Umana 
For: CCAIN-USA 

 


